California State University, Fresno

Music Department

Saxophone Quartet

(Music 117CM – Fall 2008)
Instructor:  Dr. Alan Durst



Meeting Time:  TBA  

Office:  New Music M-209


           
Class Location:  TBA

Office Phone:  (559) 278-2537

           

Office Hours:  Check schedule on office door

Email:  adurst@csufresno.edu

           

Units:  1 

Website:  www.alandurst.com

Course Description


The course will include studies in technical, stylistic, and aesthetic elements by artistically 
performing repertory from the standard literature of saxophone ensemble works.  

General Policies

A minimum of 1 weekly hour coaching and one, 1 hour outside rehearsal of intensely focused and productive rehearsal is required.  More practice time is encouraged for those interested in a performing career.  Each student is required to perform on at least one convocation.  In order that our time is used most efficiently, practice rooms should be used for warm-up prior to coachings.  At the appointed time, please arrive with all of your prepared materials, good working reeds, and your instrument in good working condition, ready to play and knock on the studio door. 

Attendance at all lessons, studio recitals, master classes, major on-

campus performances of your teacher, and all wind faculty members is required.  Attending off-campus performances, master classes, and recitals is strongly encouraged.  Unexcused absences and lack of preparation of materials will result in a lowered grade.  Coachings missed due to illness require a physician’s note to be brought to the next lesson, and will be made up at the discretion of the teacher.

Course/Learning Outcomes


The student who has successfully completed this course will achieve the following outcomes:

1. Improved interpretive skills through the examination of saxophone repertoire including articulation, dynamics, intonation, tone quality, blend, balance and emotional content.

2. Improved sight-reading.

3. Increased awareness of saxophone chamber ensemble works.

4. Greater understanding of formal aspects of works performed.

5. Increased awareness of diverse musical styles.

6. Improved team building and leadership skills and qualities.

7. High quality performances through extensive preparation.

All saxophone students are encouraged to perform in the saxophone studio recital TBA.  Performing off-campus is encouraged as well.  Churches of various denominations, coffee houses, and local middle and high schools are all possible performing venues.  Mandatory attendance of ALL student, faculty and guest artist saxophone recitals is required.  The best learning experience is to observe your colleagues in a performance situation.  Failure to attend without a legitimate reason will result in a lowering of your grade for the current semester.  

Grading

The following factors play a role in the grading of chamber ensemble:



•  Attendance
(150 points)

•  Effort/Preparedness for weekly coachings “
(150 points) 

•  Recital Attendance
(30 points)

(each missed required recital will result in a loss of ten points)

*Missed coachings will dramatically affect this section 

Grading scale breakdown:


A = 297-330 points


B = 264-296 points


C = 231-263 points


D = 198-230 points


F =  197 and below

*Absences totaling more than 25% of the scheduled coachings or rehearsal times   

 may automatically result in the student failing the course for the semester.

*Unexcused absences, which are made up at the discretion of the professor, will not receive full credit.   

Students with Disabilities: Upon identifying themselves to the instructor and the university, students with disabilities will receive reasonable accommodation for learning and evaluation. For more information, contact Services to Students with Disabilities in the University Center Room 5 (278-2811). 

Honor Code:  “Members of the CSU Fresno academic community adhere to principles of academic integrity and mutual respect while engaged in university work and related activities.”  You should:

a)      understand or seek clarification about expectations for academic integrity in this course (including no cheating, plagiarism and inappropriate collaboration) 

b)      neither give nor receive unauthorized aid on examinations or other course work that is used by the instructor as the basis of grading. 

c)      take responsibility to monitor academic dishonesty in any form and to report it to the instructor or other appropriate official for action. 

Cheating and Plagiarism: "Cheating is the actual or attempted practice of fraudulent or deceptive acts for the purpose of improving one's grade or obtaining course credit; such acts also include assisting another student to do so. Typically, such acts occur in relation to examinations. However, it is the intent of this definition that the term 'cheating' not be limited to examination situations only, but that it include any and all actions by a student that are intended to gain an unearned academic advantage by fraudulent or deceptive means. Plagiarism is a specific form of cheating which consists of the misuse of the published and/or unpublished works of others by misrepresenting the material (i.e., their intellectual property) so used as one's own work." Penalties for cheating and plagiarism range from a 0 or F on a particular assignment, through an F for the course, to expulsion from the university. For more information on the University's policy regarding cheating and plagiarism, refer to the Class Schedule (Legal Notices on Cheating and Plagiarism) or the University Catalog (Policies and Regulations).

Computers: "At California State University, Fresno, computers and communications links to remote resources are recognized as being integral to the education and research experience. Every student is required to have his/her own computer or have other personal access to a workstation (including a modem and a printer) with all the recommended software. The minimum and recommended standards for the workstations and software, which may vary by academic major, are updated periodically and are available from Information Technology Services (http://www.csufresno.edu/ITS/) or the University Bookstore. In the curriculum and class assignments, students are presumed to have 24-hour access to a computer workstation and the necessary communication links to the University's information resources." 

Disruptive Classroom Behavior: "The classroom is a special environment in which students and faculty come together to promote learning and growth. It is essential to this learning environment that respect for the rights of others seeking to learn, respect for the professionalism of the instructor, and the general goals of academic freedom are maintained. ... Differences of viewpoint or concerns should be expressed in terms which are supportive of the learning process, creating an environment in which students and faculty may learn to reason with clarity and compassion, to share of themselves without losing their identities, and to develop and understanding of the community in which they live . . . Student conduct which disrupts the learning process shall not be tolerated and may lead to disciplinary action and/or removal from class."

Copyright policy: Copyright laws and fair use policies protect the rights of those who have produced the material. The copy in this course has been provided for private study, scholarship, or research.  Other uses may require permission from the copyright holder.  The user of this work is responsible for adhering to copyright law of the U.S. (Title 17, U.S. Code).  To help you familiarize yourself with copyright and fair use policies, the University encourages you to visit its copyright web page:  http://www.csufresno.edu/library/libraryinformation/campus/copyright/copyrtpolicyfull.pdf 

For copyright Questions & Answers:  http://www.csufresno.edu/library/libraryinformation/campus/copyright/faqcopyright.pdf 

Digital Campus course web sites contains material protected by copyrights held by the instructor, other individuals or institutions. Such material is used for educational purposes in accord with copyright law and/or with permission given by the owners of the original material.  You may download one copy of the materials on any single computer for non-commercial, personal, or educational purposes only, provided that you (1) do not modify it, (2) use it only for the duration of this course, and (3) include both this notice and any copyright notice originally included with the material.   Beyond this use, no material from the course web site may be copied, reproduced, re-published, uploaded, posted, transmitted, or distributed in any way without the permission of the original copyright holder.  The instructor assumes no responsibility for individuals who improperly use copyrighted material placed on the web site.

 Final Thoughts
Always keep the line of communication open between the student and the professor.  I am here to help you in any way that I can in achieving all your career goals and aspirations.  If any problems or concerns arise throughout the year, please feel free to discuss the matter in question with me.  If you find difficulty with any of your classes, address your concerns with the professor and extra help/tutor will be arranged.  Work daily on your core classes such as harmony, music history, piano, and ensemble repertoire, as well as all your other academic classes.  My advice is to keep a strict schedule of ALL your time on a daily basis.  If you have one hour free between classes, use that time to address any subject that is difficult for you.
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